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Our Mission: “To champion a healthy, vibrant urban core.” 2014/15 City 
Council Candidate Questionnaire  

Candidates: Thank you for taking the time to fill out the Downtown Seattle 
Association’s Candidate Questionnaire. Responses are due three weeks after you 
have been sent the questionnaire and should be emailed to Christina Dunsmore at 
Christinad@downtownseattle.org. For questions, please contact Christina Dunsmore 
at (206) 613-3211 or Christinad@downtownseattle.org.  

Your responses to the following questions will be summarized as part of a 
candidate scorecard that will be distributed to DSA members.  

Downtown Seattle Association: The DSA was founded in 1958 by business and 
community leaders who recognized the strength of any region is marked by the 
strength and energy of its Downtown core. Today, comprised of members from 
nearly 600 companies, organizations, and over 900 Downtown residents as members 
of the Downtown Residents Council, the DSA continues its work to ensure that 
Downtown is a thriving neighborhood and urban center through advocacy, 
marketing, economic development and public realm activation and management. We 
are the only organization solely focused on Downtown.  

DSA’s leadership has identified “Live, Work, Shop, Play” as the key benchmarks of a 
healthy, vibrant urban center. We measure and track Downtown residential and job 
growth, taxable retail sales, and taxable sales for arts, entertainment, sports and 
restaurants. We believe these to be the most significant indicators as to the health 
and vibrancy of the urban core.  

Downtown Seattle: Today, within the roughly five square miles of Downtown, you 
can find the model for the city of tomorrow. Downtown is only six percent of 
Seattle’s landmass, but within that Center City core are half the jobs, the majority of 
our cultural institutions, 30 percent of the City’s sales tax base and a rich panoply of 
what makes Seattle the vibrant and thriving city that drives the economic and 
community vitality of our region. The concentration of residents Downtown is high, 
with growth outpacing the city as a whole. Downtown Seattle’s population has grown 
29 percent since 2000 compared to 13 percent citywide. Downtown is our regional 
powerhouse, with major corporations; healthcare and educational institutions; a 
growing global health and philanthropic community; arts and culture; a growing 
residential population of nearly 65,000; popular sports events; unparalleled 
recreation, and, of course, the tourism destinations that define our cityscape.  
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CANDIDATE QUESTIONS  
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This candidate questionnaire is organized based on DSA’s priorities:  

1. Createa24/7urbanenvironmentandexperiencethatisinviting,clean and safe for 
everyone.   

2. Provide effective, safe and reliable transportation options to and within 
Downtown Seattle.   

3. Increase economic competitiveness by attracting jobs, investment and 
commerce.   

We believe success in each of these areas is critical to ensuring a strong 
employment base, residential population, quality retail and a robust arts, 
entertainment and sports environment.  

Downtown’s Urban Environment and Experience: The DSA is a strong advocate for 
clean, safe and inviting public spaces for everyone who lives, works, shops, and 
spends time in Downtown. Downtown’s public parks, plazas and right of way require 
consistent attention, cleaning, programming and activation to remain inviting, 
successful urban spaces.  

1. Police Chief O’Toole listed “downtown street disorder” as one of the top issues she 
intended to tackle early on in her position. This includes frequent and visible 
drug and alcohol use, and aggressive and illegal behavior. What strategies 
would you propose to reduce street disorder and illegal activity in public 
spaces in Downtown and other neighborhood business districts?   

As	someone	who	has	lived	and	worked	downtown	for	decades,	I	am	committed	to	
creating	a	civic	center	that	is	safe,	healthy	and	welcoming	to	all.		(Please	see	the	link	
which	I	created	and	distributed	as	I	speak	to	Downtown	and	Belltown	neighbors		
http://www.seattle.gov/council/bagshaw/attachments/BagshawCivilSafeSeattl
e.pdf 
 

I was pleased that Police Chief O’Toole mentioned downtown street disorder 
as one of the issues she wants to tackle swiftly.  She has taken action to add 
more police in our West Precinct, which I support. 

We know what works to improve public safety on our downtown streets:  

1. Added police officers to known crime hotspots who are visibly 
walking their beat or are on bicycles enforcing our laws;  

2. Officers who KNOW who is on the street and directing them to needed 
services; 
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3. Officers who will talk with business owners as well as people on the 
street and know and report their issues;  

4. Quality access and support for those who are homeless and suffering 
from mental illness in our community,  

5. Maintaining our urban environments so they are free of graffiti, litter 
and other nuisances – sometimes referred to as the “Broken Windows 
Theory”. 

During this year’s budget, I focused on some important projects to make 
our Downtown a cleaner, safer place for everyone. For example, we added 
funding for hygiene services at locations like the Urban Rest Stop, and I 
requested that the City’s Human Services Department promote a program I 
initiated last year to install lockers in public spaces. Lockers will provide 
clean and dry spaces for people who are homeless to leave their belongings 
while looking for places to live or work. I have also worked closely with 
business leaders, human service providers and our police to coordinate our 
efforts and resources and with the state legislature to obtain more funding 
for mental illness and drug addiction. 

I also work closely with our police department to assure officers are present 
in the hot spots, to arrest those who are breaking the law and to divert 
people who need a second chance into our LEAD program or to the 
appropriate services. 

Our streets will improve when we work together to help those who need 
assistance and stop the violence and predatory behaviors we find 
intolerable. I pledge to continue to lead efforts along with our police, human 
service providers and DSA to create a downtown that makes us all proud 
and where everyone – those who work, live and visit -- feel safe.  Anything 
less is unacceptable. 

2. At present, there are more than 150 human services providers located in 
Downtown. This presents unique challenges for Downtown residents, property 
owners and small business owners. Do you believe a regional housing and 
human services strategy is needed and if so how would you support 
development of one?   

I definitely believe in a regional approach, and although a coordinated 
regional approach is being pursued it is still deficient.  The City of Seattle 
expends roughly $135 million annually in our Human Services Department 
and approaches $37 million annually to shelter, house, and feed those who 
are homeless amongst us.  That is a great deal of money and to date I am 
disappointed that we are not seeing results we want. 

Our regional human services providers need to be coordinated so targeted 
and appropriate services are offered to those who need it, not duplicated. 
There is a clear need for coordination between our service providers across 
the region. If we are to become the city that prioritizes the safety and well-
being of all of its residents, we must invest intelligently and 
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compassionately and focus our shelter and housing investments to help 
people move up and on with their lives. This requires closer communication 
and coordination not only with King County, but with our suburban 
neighbors as well.   I am committed to push for a regional shelter and 
human services policy – with clear results and outcomes agreed to in 
advance. 

3. What strategies would you propose to reduce homelessness in Seattle?   

Homelessness is a public health and public safety crisis–for those who are 
unsheltered and for everyone in the community. As I often say, there’s no 
silver bullet to solve problems this complex but there is silver buckshot. 

The “Housing First” model links people with support services, either on-site 
or in the community. Housing First successfully keeps people out of high 
cost emergency rooms and the criminal justice system. Research 
studies nationally have concluded what we intuitively know — that people 
who are housed see their physical and mental health improve. 

Along with our regional partners in the Committee to End Homelessness, 
(many of us are encouraging the name to change to COMMUNITY to End 
Homelessness) the City of Seattle is investing money in programs to prevent 
homelessness and reduce the duration of how long people are living without 
shelter. With these financial investments, many more people can move off 
the street an 

Our human service providers estimate that about 1/3 of people who are 
struggling to survive on the streets of Seattle are dealing with mental and 
physical illness or addiction problems. 

Appropriately, this is where we direct much of the City’s Human Services 
budget and where we need serious assistance from the State and Federal 
governments. We need to focus on the most medically fragile unsheltered 
people. We also need to turn serious attention towards those who are less 
fragile. 

I have previously proposed how we could create a plan to help the people in 
our community who are “sleeping rough”. Here are a couple 
examples:  Divide Responsibility Regionally; and Tiny Houses Fast to 
Build.  Building on our Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, the goal is to 
provide appropriate support so people can move up and on with their lives.  
Here are links to articles I have written on the topic:   

One possibility is to contract with experienced service providers to 
coordinate temporary shelter and case management in some of the City’s 
buildings including community centers.  The Mayor and several of us 
Councilmembers promote having additional authorized encampments where 
people can go to be safe and get needed services, without the expectation 
that they will be there forever. 
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Another idea is to extend our hours for the existing emergency shelter in 
City Hall and in other government-owned buildings like the King County 
Administration, beyond just night hours to daytime shelter as well.  This 
provide respectful places for people to go during the daytime rather than 
camping out in parks or on our street corners. Investments in permanent 
housing are the most compassionate way to help those who are struggling 
on our streets with mental illness, alcohol/drug addiction issues, HIV/AIDS 
or other significant health problems. 

I have also suggested and obtained funding to provide space for new and 
expanded partnerships with congregations in our faith-based community. 
By collaborating with our faith community, non-profits and private 
organizations that have demonstrated good case management abilities we 
can bring people off the street into respectful shelter.  Here are links to 
some articles I have written on the topic: 

 

• Our reality: We must create affordable housing starting 

now.  http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2014/10/20/our-reality-we-must-create-

affordable-housing-starting-now/ 

• Dignity Village & Tent City: Using our money compassionately and wisely 

.http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2013/04/24/lets-support-not-thwart-

affordable-housing-options-like-micro-housing/ 

•  From small beginnings come great 

things.  http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/03/07/dignity-village-and-tent-

city-using-our-money-compassionately-and-wisely/ 
 
 

4. DSA supported the creation and implementation of the Law Enforcement Assisted 
Diversion (LEAD) program. How do you view programs such as LEAD as a tool 
to reduce drug use?   

As former Chief Civil Deputy of the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
office, I supported the creation of the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion 
(LEAD) Program and support its expansion. Our LEAD Program is a 
nationally recognized local model that offers support to those who commit 
low-level drug crimes or people who are prostituted. Offenders are eligible 
for addiction treatment and housing. It is a very valuable tool to reduce 
drug use in our neighborhoods and offer assistance to those who need it 
most so we break the cycle of crime-arrest-jail-release-crime-arrest-jail-
release. Based on preliminary assessments from the first program in 
Belltown and its expansion into Downtown and Pioneer Square, we are 
seeing lower crime rates and lower recidivism rates from those in the 
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program. Other cities are coming to Seattle to see what we have created 
and are following our lead– New York City, Albuquerque, most recently.  The 
LEAD Program deserves more investment and further analysis.   

5. What is your vision for management and activation of existing urban parks, and 
the new spaces planned as part of the Waterfront redevelopment project?   

Last August, Seattle voters approved the creation of the Seattle Park 
District which will provide a stable, dedicated funding source for our 
beloved Parks, athletic fields, and community centers.  I led this effort for 
the Council and was deeply involved in the campaign.  Our 6000+ acres of 
parks and open spaces face a $267 million major maintenance backlog; and 
due to serious funding limitations through the recession we had to 
significantly reduce the hours that our beloved 26 community centers are 
open. Our new Parks funding will help us fill that backlog and move our  

It was an honor to work with so many dedicated advocates who spent the 
past two years working to protect and promote our parks citywide. Now our 
parks, playgrounds, and community centers will be cleaner, safer, and more 
accessible. The Seattle Park District is just beginning its important work; 
the Community Oversight Committee selection process is underway, and we 
will welcome a new Parks Superintendent this year. 

Thanks to leadership from the DSA, we have learned what works in other 
cities, Bryant Park and Dan Biederman for example where we’ve learned 
that public private partnerships are critical to promote lively and welcoming 
parks.  I fully promote the work that is underway, to coordinate Friends of 
Westlake Park, our Seattle Parks Department, and the police to make 
Westlake and Occidental, as well as Victor Steinbrueck Parks welcoming and 
enticing for all. 

Additionally, I have proudly worked to create, promote, fund, and design 
Seattle’s Waterfront for All for over the past 12 years.  I co-authored a 
document called Waterfront for All that has become one of the cornerstones 
of our new Waterfront designed by James Corner Field Operations. 

To assure our parks are accessible to all, I have met with the Lighthouse for 
the Blind, other organizations that promote positive environments for 
people who are deaf or have mobility issues, and am very mindful that as 
we create amenities for our Waterfront, Downtown and other 
neighborhoods, that we must build spaces that are inherently accessible to 
children, families, seniors, and any of us who are dealing with physical 
challenges. 

I am committed to assuring that our Waterfront is accessible to all.  

In my role as co-chair of the Council’s Waterfront Committee, I have 
overseen the work done by the Design Team to assure safe and beautiful 
spaces for people of all ages and abilities, whether they are pedestrians, 
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bicyclists, transit riders and motorists.  

The challenge along our Waterfront is that thousands of people will be using 
a geographically constricted space and there are many “wants”.  Dedicated 
walkways with parkways, lighting, benches will be provided for pedestrians 
from the stadium district to the Sculpture Park, and the team is balancing 
“wants” v. “needs”.  

I will advocate for the principles of universal design to be incorporated so 
that our public waterfront is truly accessible for everyone.  

6. Seattle is one of the few major cities in the United States that does not have a 
uniform smoking ban in public parks. Do you support banning smoking in 
Seattle parks?   

Yes, it is important that Seattle Parks and Recreation Department promotes 
healthy lifestyles and provides clean respite space within our urban 
environment. A smoking ban in our parks is a logical step.  I am working 
with our Parks Department and our Board of Parks Commissioners to ban 
smoking from our parks, just as NYC and many others have done 
successfully. 

Transportation and Access to Downtown: The success and vitality of any downtown is 
dependent on a reliable transportation system that provides a wide range of 
alternatives for commuters, residents and visitors to access and move through 
Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods. Urban cores across the country that 
have robust transportation systems will maintain a competitive economic advantage 
over places that do not. We are seeing that more people choosing to move to 
Downtown are choosing to do so without a vehicle, instead preferring to use public 
transit, walk, or bicycle.  

  
DSA Candidate Questionnaire 2015 2  

1. Transit service is critical for Downtown employers, employees and residents. 
Thankfully, the voters of Seattle have approved additional funding to expand 
bus service within Seattle. What is your approach to ensuring that transit 
service continues to remain a priority for the City?   

Seattle voters did it again – we said YES to added funding for additional 
transit in our City even though our King County neighbors rejected a tax 
increase. This is a great step to reduce congestion in Seattle; and working 
with Metro and with SDOT, the goal as to increase trips on nearly 50 routes 
within our city. 

My focus in 2015 is to reduce congestion on our streets so people and goods 
can move throughout the city more efficiently and with less frustration. This 
will require all of us to use our streets differently: take a bus, streetcar or 
light rail when we can, carpool when possible, walk or ride a bike on a safe 
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street, or drive at a time when roads are less crowded. 

Taking a macro-view, improving our transportation network requires the 
State legislature to pass legislation this year to improve our roads, bridges, 
and signals. I look forward to working again with Rep. Judy Clibborn and 
Sen. Curtis King to finally pass an effective statewide package to fund our 
transportation infrastructure. 

2. What is your perspective on bike infrastructure, including protected bike lanes?   

I am a fan and regular rider on our protected bike lanes and have advocated 
for years to achieve streets that are safe and accessible for All Ages and 
Abilities. An exciting development for me this year is that I transitioned to 
an electric-assist bicycle and I ride my bike downtown frequently. You may 
have spotted me riding up and down Second Avenue, or zipping up our 
steep hills (passing young lads on the way thanks to a little extra battery 
power).   Riding a bike on our protected bike lanes is significantly faster 
than driving my car Downtown in most instances, and I feel safer riding my 
bicycle around town because of smart investments in bicycling 
infrastructure and in our Neighborhood Greenways. 

This fall we celebrated SDOT’s installation of the 2nd Avenue Cycle-track 
and the kick-off of a brand new transit agency – Pronto Cycle Share. I am 
also pleased that Sunday Parkways have been funded in our 2015 budget 
and that city agencies will have the resources to create safe and fun routes 
between neighborhoods and parks.  I understand some drivers resent 
bicycle riders.  This may change as we riders have predictable places to ride 
and everyone follows the rules. 

In	2011,	working	with	SDOT	and	neighborhoods	I	led	the	effort	to	create	Seattle	
Neighborhood	Greenways,	a	group	dedicated	to	bicycle	and	pedestrian	safety	
downtown	and	in	other	neighbors.	The	group	has	grown	exponentially,	with	the	goal	
of	separating	bicycles	from	cars	and	trucks	and	making	bicycling	a	safe	and	real	option	
for	transportation	around	our	city.		Here	are	links	to	some	of	what	I	have	written	on	
the	topic:			
 

• Make Way for Play! A How-to guide to Take Back Your 

Street.    http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2014/04/24/make-way-for-people-a-

how-to-guide-to-take-back-your-street/ 

• More on Neighborhood Greenways — Safe 

Travels.http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/07/29/more-on-neighborhood-

greenways-2/ 
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• Positive Motion: Putting us in our 

Places!        http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/06/15/positive-motion-

putting-us-in-our-places/ 

• Peace on Wheels. http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/05/20/peace-on-

wheels/ 

• More on Neighborhood 

Greenways.                     http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/04/26/more-on-

neighborhood-greenways/ 

• Neighborhood Greenways: Questions, Possible Answers, and Food for 

Thought – The FAQ’s. http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/04/11/bicycle-

greenways-questions-possible-answers-and-food-for-thought/ 

• Lower speed limits protect public health and safety and set the stage for 

Neighborhood Greenways. http://bagshaw.seattle.gov/2011/10/27/lower-

speed-limits-protect-public-health-and-safety-and-set-the-stage-for-

neighborhood-greenways/ 
 
 

3. The City and County are advancing an urban design plan for the Third Avenue 
Corridor, which will create a better experience for bus riders, pedestrians and 
retailers. The design concept calls for uniform pavement and transit 
amenities, well-lit bus shelters and new site-appropriate street furniture. Do 
you support the use of advertising in the public right of way to help pay for 
the purchase and maintenance of these items?   

Third Avenue is Seattle’s most used transit corridor and requires extra 
resources to make sure that it remains a place that is inviting and safe for 
commuters, workers and tourists.  I support the Third Avenue Initiative, to 
add new pedestrian lighting, improved bus shelters, better urban forestry 
and plantins, and much more.   

First Avenue will also become a link between South Lake Union Streetcar 
and the Jackson to Broadway streetcar.  There are opportunities both on 
Third Avenue and on our new street car links to make public improvements.  
I must admit my views have changed on advertising.  For years as the 
lawyer representing Metro I did not want bulk advertising cluttering our 
streets as other cities had done.  But times have changed, some of the 
options are better, and I have seen improvements in street furniture offered 
by leading companies internationally.    I would support a limited use of 
advertising – with strict guidelines about products advertised and 
prohibitions on digital flashing signs- to pay for some of the necessary 
improvements—including public toilets. 
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4. With ambitious plans for bus-only lanes, streetcar-only lanes, protected bicycle 

lanes, parklets, and more, Downtown street space is growing increasingly 
scarce. What is your framework for allocating right of way? Which street uses 
should get priority, and how should conflicts between modal goals be 
negotiated?   

I promote the concept of a transportation network where pedestrians, cars, 
trucks, and bicycles have their separated spaces and priority lanes, as 
appropriate. Not every street should have a dedicated bike lane, not every 
street should have a dedicated bus lane or freight priority lane.  But 
thinking as a whole city, we need to consider a downtown grid as a network 
where everyone can get around safely and people and goods can MOVE on 
specified streets. 
 
European cities have a concept called “Soft over Hard”, meaning 
pedestrians should be protected over bikes, bikes over cars, cars over 
trucks.  In order to do this effectively we must be clear about who has 
priority at which locations; where pedestrians and bikes are, make sure 
drivers know where to expect pedestrians and bikes, and create a network 
that makes predictable where people, cars, trucks and buses will be.  I also 
support changes such as No Right on Red to protect pedestrians, and 
improve signal prioritization for transit to reduce congestion.   
 
Sadly, on Saturday January 17, we will have yet another memorial walk for 
the 13th person who has died on our city streets in the past 18 months.  
Safety must be our primary consideration as we move millions of people 
around and through our city every year.  We know that our geography is not 
expanding; yet more people are moving to Seattle and into our Downtown 
every day.  We must use our space wisely, building on the Transportation 
Master Plan and its elements – the Freight Master Plan, the Bicycle Master 
Plan, and the Pedestrian Master Plan drafted by the City with a great deal of 
public input.    This is especially important Downtown where the modes of 
transportation converge unlike any other neighborhood.  
 
I also support converting some of our four-lane streets in Seattle to three 
lanes.  Data shows that where this has been done (Nickerson, Dexter, Stone 
Way and Second Avenue for example), pedestrian and bicycle safety has 
greatly improved without adversely impact the flow of cars and freight.  
Where data does NOT support the conversions, I will not support a proposed 
change. 
 

5. The next round of Sound Transit expansion, if approved by voters, would 
likely extend light rail from Downtown to Ballard and/or West Seattle, 
potentially requiring a second downtown transit tunnel. What is your view of 
the appropriate relationship between Sound Transit and the City, and what 
are appropriate long-term goals for light rail Downtown?   

I support this concept of extending light rail around our region to reduce 
congestion and improve commute times for ourselves and our 
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grandchildren, and recognize that before voters vote, we must obtain 
authority from the legislature this year to continue the plans.  I am working 
with legislators this year to move a transportation package forward.  Our 
region needs this. 

We have a rock-solid Sound Transit spine that can and should be extended.  
It will be extremely costly to build it out, so the benefits of congestion-
reduction and neighborhood improvements must be demonstrated and 
justified for the voters to say yes again. 

The relationship between the City and Sound Transit will continue to be 
strong and collaborative so long as we are thinking as a region and 
investing our resources as a region.  Seattle voters must have regional and 
state support too.   

The City, Metro and Sound Transit can make the passenger experience 
better by improving connections better.   I believe park and ride lots need to 
be available outside of the Downtown core utilizing Transportation-Oriented 
Development principles. We can encourage more people to ride by 
coordinating service connections (assuring bus connections from the ferries 
to the Downtown core for example; clearly marking routes between our 
light rail station and the bus transfer stops; improving lighting, accessibility 
and pedestrian/bicycle routes to and through Downtown and in 
neighborhoods, relying on proven CPTED principles (Crime Prevention 
through Environmental Design), 

The success of transit is dependent on the networks created for pedestrians, 
bicycle riders, and commuters linking Metro to Light Rail as well as our 
other transit partners such as Community Transit and the state ferry 
system. If we can move faster by transit, we will take it. 

 

Downtown’s Economic Competitiveness: For the City of Seattle to remain a healthy 
and economically strong City, Downtown must remain a competitive place to invest, 
grow jobs and locate companies. Downtown’s zoning, tax rates, and regulations 
should be competitive with peer cities and encourage economic growth and 
investment.  

1. As a Councilmember, what would your economic development strategy be for 
Downtown and the City of Seattle? What should the city’s role be in 
supporting and/or recruiting key sector jobs to the area and supporting both 
small and large business owners?   

 

The answer to this question requires us to implement the strategies created 
by numerous studies and stakeholder groups, including the Puget Sound 
Regional Council’s Regional Economic Strategy, the Economic Development 
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Planning report created by our Evans School, and the City’s Own Economic 
Development Commission. 

Here are some of the principles in which I believe.  All of these principles 
work together to promote a high standard of living for individuals and 
businesses: 

1. Promote education from pre-k to university level:  Support our local 
universities and schools to in turn develop excellent talent. 

2. Regional business climate: Foster a regional business climate that 
supports local investment and job creation and encourages 
businesses to GROW and STAY in our City. 

3. Protect maritime and aerospace jobs:  Billions of dollars and 
thousands of jobs depend on these industries.  We should stay in 
front of the changes the world demands and make sure zoning 
protects these businesses.  

4. Innovation economy: Promote the entrepreneurship and technology 
innovation assets in the region including biotech, biomedical, clean 
energy and more. 

5. Healthy community: Ensure a healthy community by paying attention 
to injury and illness prevention, air quality, and water quality in every 
zip code. 

6. Transportation:  Improve the region’s infrastructure to meet the 
demands of a globally connected modern economy and promote our 
transportation centers and nodes. 

7. Protect and enhance our beautiful environment, which includes our 
vibrant waterfront plans, our parks, and open spaces. 

8. Regional. Regional. Regional.  Seattle cannot go it alone.  We need to 
think and encourage regional cooperation.  I applaud the Ports of 
Seattle and Tacoma for moving in this direction. 

9. Tax Structure.  Businesses should pay their fair share of taxes, not 
more or less.  A review of statewide and local taxes should be 
accomplished so we have a plan to raise sufficient revenues to pay for 
what we need and want. 

10. Economic Opportunity for All:  Ensure residents have opportunities to 
train for, earn and keep family wage jobs. This requires us to consider 
needs of workers, residents, and businesses when we make decisions 
so our needs and solutions align.  Economically, “we will all be better 
off when we are all better off.” 

 

How should the City of Seattle approach preserving and producing affordable housing 
units? What is your policy approach to housing affordability?   

The City of Seattle expects thousands of new residents to move into our city 
every year over the next two decades. Like many big cities including San 
Francisco, Boston, and New York, we do not have sufficient affordable 
housing stock to accommodate those who want to move here. Our goal is to 
increase the supply of housing starting in 2015, while promoting thriving 
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and revitalized neighborhoods for the long term. 

Based on data from the City’s Office of Housing, the City needs to build, 
convert, or otherwise add at least 50,000 net new units of affordable 
housing over the next two decades.  If we are to meet the need in the next 
decade, the Office of Housing’s numbers indicate we will have to create 
more than 4000 -5,000 units in the next decade. We need to increase our 
supply of housing tremendously to meet the needs of people who want to 
live and work in our community. 

The Multi-Family Tax Exemption (MFTE) and the Housing and Family Levies 
are tools the city has effectively used to build affordable and low-income 
housing. Although they have been useful, MFTE and the Housing Levy 
together have provided an average of only 650 units annually, a far cry from 
the 2000 units we need. We need to expand these programs that are 
working and add tools and incentives if we are to make significant progress 
toward our goals.  

Some believe a “linkage fee” may be an answer.  I voted against the 
resolution when it came to the Council because I believe it has significant 
legal issues, as proposed it would be a deterrent to building our housing 
stock, and will be the subject of litigation.  I have written on this topic and 
will provide more information.  Stay tuned; additional solutions will be 
identified in 2015 and we will get to work to find fair and rational 
approaches to encourage and incentivize builders to build. 

2. Downtown Seattle is the area’s premier shopping destination. However, smaller-
scale, local retailers face many challenges in locating or remaining Downtown. 
How can the City of Seattle support, recruit and retain small businesses and a 
vibrant retail mix?   

All of my answers to the question about Downtown Competitiveness above apply to 
the smaller scale retailers as well.  In addition, I would we need more permanent 
Downtown residents to shop these stores, not just tourists and visitors.  I would add 
the following and am working to do just this: 

1. Quality Public and Private Schools:  Schools to attract young, talented families 
to stay in Downtown where their children can get an excellent education. 

2. Needed services for Seniors and Millenials:  Attract and retain stores to meet 
families’ needs (we are beginning to see success in this regard such as IGA, 
the Target grocery store, Ace Hardware just as examples). 

3. Larger homes:  This is tough because they will be expensive, but we need 
larger spaces for families to live downtown.  Studios and even two-bedroom 
apartments are challenging for families who will hill the call of the suburbs. 

4. Transit Options: I support all transit options that help people move around, 
reduce congestion, and make Downtown a nicer place to shop.  Car2Go, Zip 
car, light rail and bus corridors will attract people. Connecting the streetcar 
system from Westlake to Pioneer Square will encourage people to shop the 
local stores without having to drive, and circulators will help people get to our 
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Waterfront and Pike Place Market.  There’s nothing else like it anywhere. 
5. Childcare:  More childcare will encourage families and visitors to come to 

Seattle. 
6. Romantic! The big hope for Downtown businesses is to demonstrate every 

day that Seattle is frankly more romantic than its suburban counterparts, and 
you can’t get in the malls or suburbs the postive excitement you can in 
Downtown.  We’re classy. 

3. Do you support the expansion of the Washington State Convention Center?   

Of course. I support the expansion of the Washington State Convention 
Center and have been involved with Visit Seattle the Convention Center’s 
efforts for years.  This past year Visit Seattle and our Convention Center 
have reported our hotels are fuller than they have ever been, hotel rates are 
higher than they have ever been, and conventions and exhibits are going to 
other cities because other cities’ convention centers will accommodate more 
people than ours. As our region becomes an even more popular destination 
for tourists and conventions we must have the capacity to invite them in.  
Outside money is good money.  It is also important that we have the 
services and accommodations to support the increased demand, ultimately 
benefiting periphery businesses like hotels, restaurants and retail, as well.  

4. What’s the most important thing the City of Seattle can do to support investment 
in Downtown and other urban centers and villages?   

The single most important action we can take is to improve the safety and 
livability for everyone who lives, works, and visits Downtown.  Our Center 
City Initiative process started a few years ago brings our police, human 
service providers, residents, hoteliers and more to the table to devise and 
recommend solutions so people feel welcome and safe.  We are moving 
forward with this effort and this is my #1 goal for 2015 and beyond.  

 

--Sally Bagshaw 
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